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Synopsis

The fourth edition of Foundations of Legal Research and Writing gives equal weight to research and
writing making it a perfect resource to be used for both legal research and legal writing classes. An
entire chapter providing a detailed explanation of legal reasoning and analysis has been added.
Each of the research chapters ends with legal research assignments, allowing the professor to cut
down on preparation time. Cyberlaw exercises are included at the end of most of the chapters,
requiring students to perform computer-assisted legal research. Another chapter is devoted to
computer-assisted legal research and explains the use of citators in detail. This chapter is written by
an expert in the field, a law librarian who spent a number of years offering computer-assisted legal
research seminars to practicing attorneys. The writing portion of the book devotes entire chapters to
writing client opinion letters, pleadings, contracts, office memos, memoranda of law, and appellate
briefs. Because the documents are covered in separate chapters, the professor can select the
documents to be covered in class. The legal writing chapters contain sample documents, heavily
footnoted with writing tips. The writing tips are designed to give the students as much help in their
writing as possible. They also help to aid the less-experienced professor. The book contains case
excerpts illustrating material introduced in the text and emphasizing the perils of performing
inadequate legal research and writing poorly. The excerpts were selected to emphasize to students
the importance of good legal research and writing. The book is designed to be professor-friendly by
providing information gathered by the authors over the years, and appeals to the inexperienced and

experienced professor alike.
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Customer Reviews

This book has absolutely terrible examples of REAL legal writing prose. | don’t think it is well put
together and there’s a lot of rubbish between the important lines. This book could easily be 50
pages max. | work in a law office and | didn’t see any papers looking like these. There’s nothing on
the court RULES for writing and how it must be filed. | just didn’t like the book. There’s better out

there.

This textbook was required for a Legal Research class. The chapters were broken down in a very
logical order, the information was presented in a manner which made it very easy to understand. A

high school (or even Junior High) student could read this text and get the gist of everything in it.

The book was in excellent condition and received in a timely manner as promised. It has an index

that is easy to follow. The book is well organized and easy to follow the text.

This book is truly helpful to anyone pursuing a career in the legal field. Highly recommended and

very insightful. Very easy to read and understand. (I LOVE IT)

It's a great book if you're begining a paralegal course,or if you just like learning more about law

research and how to do it correctly.
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